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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742

                  

               October 2, 2013







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, October 2, 2013.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Gerald Alexander


Ascension

Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge 
John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Karen Jewell


Iberville 
Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Absent: 


Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge 
Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Barry Soileau


St. Landry

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rick Dugas



CPRA

Chuck Naquin


Flexamat

Bobby Freeman


Nottoway Plantation 

Neil Castaldi


Nottoway Plantation

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent
Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst
Crissi Canezaro


Accounting Technican

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Tiffany 
Weber


Accounting Specialist

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Will Tyson



Executive Director


* * * * *


President John Grezaffi asked for any public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the meeting agenda.  At the request of President John Grezaffi, Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander to add an item to the agenda relative to the bridge in Iberville Parish.  

Vote on Roll Call:  

Yeas:

Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Flynn, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, LeGrand, Marionneaux and Matherne

Nays:

None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Chustz, Rockforte and Soileau

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the motion passed.  

* * * * *

President John Grezaffi recognized Mr. Neil Castaldi of Nottoway Plantation, Inc.  Mr. Castaldi advised the board that Nottoway Plantation is requesting a permit to erect and conduct bonfires on the levee November 29th, December 13th and December 20th of this year.  He said they agree to follow all the regulations and requirements of the levee district.  Mr. Castaldi asked for a variance to put bonfires on the levee for future dates as well.  Mr. Will Tyson said he would ask that they install reflective barricades to protect the public, and that they provide a certificate of insurance naming the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District as additional insured.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the permit, provided Nottoway Plantation, Inc. advises the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District of any future dates other than the three listed.  

Commissioner Gerald Alexander asked if the Application for Bonfire Certificate of No Objection is a part of the Commissioner’s Policy Manual.  If not, he would ask that it be included.  Commissioner Karen Jewell suggested we use a different form for each date and sign the separate forms for insurance purposes.  President John Grezaffi asked the district’s legal counsel to review the form before our next board meeting to make sure there are no further changes that should be made before it is placed in the Policy Manual.  

                                                      * * * * *

Mr. Chuck Naquin of Flexamat made a presentation to the Commissioners relative to their erosion control product.  He said they have worked with the Corps of Engineers, Department of Transportation and Development and Department of Natural Resources in the past.  Mr. Naquin offered to install the product at no charge, if the commissioners would like to see how it works.







       * * * * *

The commissioners reviewed the minutes from the September 4, 2013 board meeting.  Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented, and that the minutes be published in the official journal of the Board.  

                                                                    * * * * *


Mr. Will Tyson advised the commissioners that at the last board meeting we discussed a request from Shell Pipeline Company to acquire servitude to build a pipeline to transport crude oil from St. James, LA to the Port Arthur, TX refinery.  He and our legal counsel, Mr. Steve Marionneaux, finalized a draft of the advertisement needed for the proposed lease only today.  He said it would request a minimum bid of $350 per rod with an initial term of 20 years.  It has a renewal clause tied to the consumer price index.  Mr. Tyson said that if the board agrees, we will publish these documents and put it out for bid.  Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the document and authorize the staff to put this out for bid.







       * * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson reported the U. S. Corps of Engineers requested a right of entry for parking at various job sites within our jurisdiction to complete annual maintenance dredging at various deep and shallow draft crossings of the Mississippi River, Above Head of Passes (AHP), Pointe Coupee and West Baton Rouge Parishes, Louisiana.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the request for right of entry.

Mr. Tyson advised the board that the Levee Inspection Schedule is out, but there may be some changes due to the recent furloughs.  

                                

        * * * * *

Mr. Rick Dugas of CPRA addressed the Board.  He said and Mr. Richard Sparks completed their levee inspection, and he was most impressed.  Also, Mr. Dugas said he met with the West Baton Rouge Parish government relative to the bike path today, as that project progresses.

                                                                   * * * * *
Mr. Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney, asked the board to review documents included in their packet relative to the appropriation of permanent and temporary servitudes/easements in Pointe Coupee, LA.  Mr. Marionneaux said the Corps of Engineers needs right of entry from us to install 59 relief wells and pumps along the Mississippi River mainline levee in Pointe Coupee Parish.  Thirty-three would be on property where we do not have a servitude.  We will work through a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with the Department of Transportation and Development and the Police Jury.  A mutual agreement with the landowner did not materialize.  Originally, we have planned to file an expropriation lawsuit and deposit funds in the court’s registry.  However we could not get the two required appraisals in time.  Therefore, we are proceeding with an appropriation of the property.  The landowner will retain ownership.  Once the appraisers have completed their reports, the levee board will deposit the proceeds for the determined valuations in the Court’s registry representing the fair market value to the full extent of their loss.  At that time, the landowner can either have those funds, or challenge the sufficiency of such deposited compensation.  Mr. Marionneaux advised the board that he will send a letter to the landowner explaining what has transpired, sending them a certified copy of the resolution and plans, and issue the right of entry to the Corps of Engineers at that time.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell to approve the appropriation resolution.  

[image: image2.png]A RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
THE ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT (ABLD) PROVIDING
FOR THE APPROPRIATION UNDER THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS
OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA OF EASEMENTS, SERVITUDES AND
RIGHTS-OF-WAY REQUIRED FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE
MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES, ATCHAFALAYA BASIN
LEVEE DISTRICT, POINTE COUPEE SEEPAGE CONTROL, NEW
ROADS RELIEF WELLS PROJECT

WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has determined that certain easements,
servitudes and rights-of-way upon lands situated in Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana are required
for the construction of the Mississippi River and Tributaries, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District,
Pointe Coupee Seepage Control, New Roads Relief Wells Project as shown on COE Map File
No. H-8-47678, pages RE-01 through RE-19, dated August 13, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District has the responsibility for providing all
easements, servitudes and rights-of way upon lands within its territorial jurisdiction that the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers has determined to be required for the construction of the Mississippi
River and Tributaries, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, Pointe Coupee Seepage Control, New
Roads Relief Wells Project.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the
Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, in legal session assembled, for and on behalf of the
Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, that:

1. That portion of the lands situated in the Parish of Pointe Coupee, State of
Louisiana on the west side of the Mississippi River as shown on COE Map File No. H-8-
47678, pages RE-01 through RE-19 dated August 13, 2013, approved by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District Commander, said lands depicted as “temporary
work area easement (staging area), new levee right-of-way, utility corridor right-of-way
and new parish drainage easement” on COE Map File No. H-8-47678, pages RE-01
through RE-19, attached hereto as “EXHIBIT A” and made a part hereof, be and the
same are hereby appropriated as a temporary work area easement (staging area), a
permanent new levee right-of-way, a permanent utility corridor right-of-way and a
permanent new parish drainage easement in accordance with the provisions of the
constitution and laws of the State of Louisiana.

2. The Acquisition of said right-of-way servitudes and easements shall be in the
name of the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of COE Map File No. H-8-47678
referenced above shall be kept on file in the office of the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District for
the review and/or copying by any affected property owner or any other interested party.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be published in the official
journal of the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District in the manner prescribed by law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution shall be
furnished to each known property owner of record affected thereby, by certified mail, return
receipt requested.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the compensation due the affected landowner(s) as
determined in accordance with applicable law be deposited into the registry of the court to be
paid to such affected landowners within one year of the date of this resolution.

The above resolution was offered by H. Marionneaux, seconded by Karen Jewell and
submitted to a vote with the following results:




[image: image3.png]YEAS: Commissioners G. Alexander, G. Angelle, B. Flynn, J. Grezaffi,
D. Hebert, K. Jewell, M. LeBlanc, G. LeGrand, H. Marionneaux,
E. Matherne

NAYS: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: Commissioners C. Chustz, N. Rockforte, B. Soileau

As aresult of the vote the resolution was adopted on the 2™ day of October, 2013.

tchafalaya Basin Levee Distf1

ATTEST: A true and correct copy of a Resolution
adopted by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee
District at a regular meeting duly
called and held on October 2, 2013,
at Port Allen, Louisiana.

IN FAITH WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand and seal of the Atchafalaya
Basin Levee District on this 2™

day of October, 2013 at Port

Allen, Louisiana.

J51CE JARREA%, Secretary

Atchafalaya Basin Levee District




Vote on Roll Call:

Yeas:

Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Flynn, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, LeGrand, Marionneaux and Matherne

Nays:

None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Chustz, Rockforte and Soileau

The motion passed unanimously

Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand to approve the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement between Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development, and Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury for enhanced flood control and drainage.  

Vote on Roll Call:  

Yeas:

Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Flynn, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, LeGrand, Marionneaux and Matherne

Nays:

None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Chustz, Rockforte and Soileau

The motion passed unanimously

Commissioner Gerald LeGrand moved, seconded by Commissioner Glenn Angelle and unanimously carried to authorize President John Grezaffi to execute the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement on behalf of the Levee Board.

                                                       * * * * *
Commissioner Bill Flynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried:

COOPERATIVE ENDEAVOR AGREEMENT BETWEEN

ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT, LOUISIANA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT,

AND POINTE COUPEE PARISH POLICE JURY 

FOR ENHANCED FLOOD CONTROL AND DRAINAGE

STATE OF LOUISIANA

PARISH OF POINTE COUPEE


BE IT KNOWN AND REMEMBERED that on the dates hereinafter set forth before the undersigned Notaries Public, duly commissioned and qualified in and for their respective jurisdictions, and in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, personally came and appeared:

ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT (hereinafter designated ABLD), a political subdivision existing under the laws of the State of Louisiana, herein represented by its President, John Grezaffi, duly authorized, whose address is Post Office Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana 70767;

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT (hereinafter designated DOTD), a governmental agency of the State of Louisiana, herein represented by _____________________, duly authorized, whose address is 1201 Capitol Access Road, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802; and

POINTE COUPEE PARISH POLICE JURY (hereinafter designated PCPPJ), a political subdivision existing under the laws of the State of Louisiana, herein represented by its President, Melanie Bueche, duly authorized, whose address is 160 E. Main St., New Roads, Louisiana 70760; 


WHO DECLARED  and deposed that they are authorized to enter into a cooperative endeavor agreement under the provisions of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, Article 6, Section 20 and Article 7, Section 14(C), the provisions of La. R.S. 33:1321-1337 and other constitutional and statutory authority and they do by these presents enter into the following agreement among themselves for the purpose of enhancing flood control and drainage within the territorial limits of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana; and 


WHEREAS the ABLD, DOTD and PCPPJ each have responsibilities for the construction and maintenance of flood control works and infrastructure and construction and maintenance of drainage works and infrastructure within their respective jurisdictions;


WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, pursuant to authority provided by the Act of Congress approved May 15, 1928, known as the Flood Control Act, desires and proposes to construct in Pointe Coupee Parish, a certain project designated as the “Mississippi River and Tributaries, Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, Pointe Coupee Seepage Control, New Roads Relief Wells Project”, which project provides for installing relief wells with earthen maintenance pads and concrete aprons along the toe of the levee, and along the pasture side of Ferry Road; constructing concrete pump pads inside the drainage ditches along the levee toe, with concrete slope pavement on the flood side of the levee; improving existing drainage ditches along the toe of the levee and on the pasture side of Ferry Road, including the replacement of existing culverts and constructing an earthen berm/dike system with a concrete lined ditch to convey the relief well discharge to existing drainage ditches.


WHEREAS, the scope of the proposed project and the limits of construction of said project are more particularly delineated and depicted on drawings/plans entitled “West Bank, Mississippi River Levee, Mississippi River and Tributaries Project (MRL), Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, Pointe Coupee Seepage Control, New Roads Relief Wells, Right of Way, Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana”, dated August 13, 2013, consisting of nineteen (19) pages numbered/designated as RE-01 through RE-19, a copy of same being maintained on file in the offices of the ABLD in Port Allen, Louisiana;


WHEREAS, the ABLD has the responsibility for providing all easements, servitudes and rights-of-way upon lands within its territorial jurisdiction that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has determined to be required for the construction of the aforedescribed project;


WHEREAS, without the proposed improvements to the designated levee ”reaches” there exists an increased risk of possible damage to the Mississippi River mainline levee during high river periods;


WHEREAS, the location and design of the improvements proposed within and by said project are in accordance with the best modern practices adopted in the interest of the integrity and stability of the subject levee system and in the interest of the safety and welfare of the public and for the purpose of continuing to provide flood risk reduction resulting from Mississippi River high water events to valuable land uses including, but not limited to, residential, commercial and agricultural resources located on the right descending bank of river mile 276 in Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana;


WHEREAS, failure of the levee system in this area of Pointe Coupee Parish would be catastrophic to the local populace and ecosystem;


WHEREAS, real estate interests required for the construction of this project are inclusive of and require ABLD’s acquisition of certain temporary work area easements, right of way servitude, utility corridor servitude and perpetual drainage easement;


WHEREAS, in order to construct said project in a manner and mode conducive to the public interest, commerce and safety, it is necessary that ABLD acquire those easements and servitudes particularly shown and depicted on the project plans alluded to above; the acquisition of said easements and servitudes is necessary for the work and purposes of the ABLD and in order that ABLD can properly fulfill its functions for a needed public improvement;


WHEREAS, the project specifications/plans provide for the construction of certain works within an existing right of way servitude presently maintained by DOTD within the subject project area:


WHEREAS, the project specifications/plans provide for the construction of certain works and improvement of infrastructure within existing drainage servitudes presently maintained by PCPPJ within the subject project area;

NOW THERFORE, in consideration of the covenants and agreements hereinafter set forth to be kept and performed by the parties hereto, it is agreed by and between the parties as follows:

I.


DOTD agrees that ABLD, its agents, assigns, contractors and/or employees may enter into and conduct work and make improvements upon and within those DOTD servitudes/rights of way areas situated within the project area as delineated and depicted on the subject project specifications and plans for purposes of the project.

II.


PCPPJ agrees that ABLD, its agents, assigns, contractors and/or employees may enter into and conduct work and make improvements upon and within those PCPPJ drainage servitudes/rights of way areas situated within the project area as delineated and depicted on the subject project specifications and plans for purposes of the project.

III.


ABLD shall indemnify and hold harmless DOTD and PCPPJ from any claims, demands, causes of action, rights of action, suits, judgments, liabilities, damages, fines, penalties, or accusations which may be asserted by any persons or parties, which arise out of, or are claimed to arise out of:  (1) an act or omission of an agent, assign, contractor and/or employee of ABLD; and (2) injury or damage to an agent, assign, contractor and/or employee of ABLD, including, but not limited to, claims for tort damages or workers’ compensation benefits; and (3) acts or omissions related to the work of ABLD, its agents, assigns, contractors and/or employees on the project.

IV.


This Agreement is intended to govern the general scope of the obligations of the parties with respect to the project, and the parties may execute such further agreements or documents related to the project as they may deem necessary, convenient or desirable.

V.


The parties hereto pledge their mutual cooperation in complying with the terms of this Agreement, all to the end that the safety and welfare of the residents of Pointe Coupee Parish, the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and the State of Louisiana shall be promoted and that the needs of said residents, may be most satisfactorily met.

VI.


This Agreement shall be interpreted liberally, to the end that through the use of arrangements provided herein, greater economy and efficiency in the operation of the joint undertaking may be encouraged, and the benefits of such undertaking may be extended in the best interest of the residents of the Public Entities and the State of Louisiana.

VII.


This Agreement becomes effective only upon the full execution of this Agreement by the Parties.  If any provision herein is invalid, it shall be considered deleted from this Agreement and shall not invalidate the remaining provisions of this Agreement.  Each of the Parties hereto warrants to the other that the person or persons executing this Agreement on behalf of such Party has the full right, power and authority to enter into and execute this Agreement on such Party’s behalf and that no consent from any other person or entity is necessary as a condition precedent to the legal effect of this Agreement.

VIII.


If any term, covenant, condition, or provision of this Agreement or the application thereof to any person or circumstances shall, at any time or to any extent, be invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of this Agreement, or the application of such term, covenant, condition or provision to persons or circumstances other than those as to which it is held invalid or unenforceable, shall be affected thereby, and each term, covenant, condition, and provision of this Agreement shall be valid and be enforced to the fullest extent permitted by law.

IX.


The validity, interpretation and performance of this Agreement shall be controlled by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Louisiana. 


In the event of default by any named public entity, the aggrieved public entities shall have all rights granted by the general laws of the State of Louisiana.


THUS DONE, READ AND PASSED in multiple originals in the City of Port Allen, Parish of West Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, who hereunto signed their names with the appearer and me, Notary, this the ____ day of __________, 2013.

WITNESSES:



ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT

___________________________

By:___________________________________







      John Grezaffi, President

___________________________

___________________________

Notary Public


THUS DONE, READ AND PASSED in multiple originals in the City of _____________, Parish of ______________, State of Louisiana, in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, who hereunto signed their names with the appearer and me, Notary, this the ____ day of __________, 2013.

WITNESSES:



LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF







TRANSPORTATION AND DEVELOPMENT

___________________________

By:___________________________________

___________________________

___________________________

Notary Public


THUS DONE, READ AND PASSED in multiple originals in the City of New Roads, Parish of Pointe Coupee, State of Louisiana, in the presence of the undersigned competent witnesses, who hereunto signed their names with the appearer and me, Notary, this the ____ day of __________, 2013.

WITNESSES:



POINTE COUPEE PARISH POLICE JURY

___________________________

By:___________________________________







      Melanie Bueche, President

___________________________

___________________________

Notary Public

Vote on Roll Call:

Yeas:

Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Flynn, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, LeGrand, Marionneaux and Matherne

Nays:

None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Chustz, Rockforte and Soileau

The motion passed unanimously

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION

Moved by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux seconded by Commissioner E. Matherne and unanimously carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District by this resolution wish to request the State Senators and Representatives of the District and local

governmental entities to provide a temporary alternate access in the vicinity of the bridge that

is being replaced on the East Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee in the borrow pit on the protected side of the levee at Ramah, Louisiana, Iberville Parish, for the constituents of the area,

and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners wish to minimize travel distance for oil field 

services and various recreational activities, and

BE IT  RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee

District do hereby formally request the State Senators and Representatives of the District

and local government entities to implement actions that could rectify this situation, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the

Senators and Representatives and government entities.  

Vote on Roll Call:

Yeas:  Commissioners Gerald Alexander, Glenn Angelle, Bill Flynn, John Grezaffi,


Daniel Hebert, Karen Jewell, Moise LeBlanc, Gerald LeGrand, Harry Marionneaux,


and Earl Matherne

Nays: None

Absent: Commissioners Cory Chustz, Nickie Rockforte, and Barry Soileau

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.





           
* * * * *

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of

Resolution adopted October 2, 2013, Regular Meeting, the Board of Commissioners for the

Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, Port Allen, Louisiana.







____________________________







Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary

                                                           * * * * *
There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________             

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                                       John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer

An Equal Opportunity Employer

